
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friend, 

Thank you for being a friend to the Historical Society of Pennsylvania (HSP). I cannot believe it has been a 
year since I came aboard to lead this wonderful institution. I am in awe daily as I continue to learn more 
about the unrivaled collections and work with the dedicated staff and Board of Councilors. Together, we 
have made much progress in a short time, and I am pleased to provide a sneak preview into our 
collaborative strategic planning process below. It is an exciting time as we create the road map to thrive as 
one of the most important caretakers of America’s shared past.  
 
Help HSP set the course for a bright future! Please join with HSP Councilors Eric and Georgiana 
Noll by making a generous gift to HSP’s annual fund and your gift will be doubled. They will 
match every dollar donated up to $25,000.  
 
HSP cares for arguably the most comprehensive archival collection of American history. How do we 
represent the depth and breadth of the collections through educational programming? That is a primary 
question asked of the strategic planning committee. We also solicited your input through an online survey 
last spring to find out how our audiences view our collections, what collections you prioritize, and how you 
use them. The committee’s response was to create five themes under which we will develop new programs. 
The themes are purposefully broad, yet reflect key collection strengths. The themes are as follows:  

 

 Pennsylvania: Crucible of the Nation 

 America’s Promise and its Many Voices 

 What’s Your Story? Chronicling Families and Communities 

 Americans and Innovation: Science, Technology, and Enterprise 

 The Soul of America: Visual, Performing, and Literary Arts 
 
To help integrate these themes, we are ecstatic to welcome new Director of Education & Programs, Justina 
Barrett. Justina comes to HSP after sixteen years at the Philadelphia Museum of Art, most recently as 
Interim Head of Public Programs. “The opportunity to work with HSP’s collection and its smart and 
dedicated staff fills me with gratitude. I look forward to developing programs that share the tremendous 
diversity of narratives found in the vast collections,” said Barrett. Her skillset and experience will be 
invaluable to connecting HSP’s collections to audiences old and new.   
 
Help Justina and HSP continue to interpret and share its first-class collections with the world! Thank you 
for considering a gift today. 
 
Very sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
David R. Brigham  
President & CEO 
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